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A PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TxXAS, IN
REGARL T0 SENATE BILL NO. 111, HOUSE BILL NO. 361,

SENATE BILL NO. 193, AND HOUSE BILL NO. 154.

Ty the Homorable Secretary of State, State of Texas:

The Legislature of this State which adjourned on the 12th day
of March of this year, passed and handed to me for consideration, and
£inally for my approval or disapproval, among wany other bills, four very

significantly important educational measures, namelys

I.
A bill carrying an appropriation of $1,350,000.,00 to purchase
additional lands for the University of Texas.

II.

4 bill appropriating $3,000,000.00 to supplement ‘the Avallable

Sohool Fund for the fiscal year ending August 21,1922.

IlL.

& i1l mgyine an appropristion of §4,000,000,00 for the aid of
rural schools for the bienniwm beginning September 1, 1921 and ending

August 31, 1923, ~
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A bill appropriating $50 000,00 _with which to establlsh an’ SRR
Agrlcultural and Mechanical College in West Texas., L e s

FOR AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM. i -

A8 @ prlvate cltlzen and .as Governor of this State, I am for the
cause for tne promotion of which all four of theae bills speak. They deal | .7 "
w1th the problem of education. They look to the maklng of a better citizen-
ship. I am for education in all forms, at all times, and everywhere. The
best use a government can possibly make of its money is to invest it in the
‘boya and girls of the country. I am for more eff1c¢ent teachers, better
gchool houses and gzeuter educatlonal dgvantiuges. Happy an I always to
a89ist in carrying out an enlarged educational progrwn.'

COMDITIONS GENERALLY.

Incomparably important » however, as is education, prudence prompté)
us to study these bills in the light of present financial conditions. The . ”
world is passing through & period of business tramsformation. Thq people -
are pioneéring amid new conditions., The financial future is uncertsin. We
should not, at this time, insugurate new enterprises requiring increased -
expenditures, nor should we lay additional t;x burdens on the backs of the
ﬁeOple.

TEXAS REVENUES AND DISBURSEKENTS.

A careful consideration of the financizl effairs of the.State digi. i.
close the fact that the anticipated maximum income of the State‘apcruiné to
the benefit of the gensral fund Trom gll sources, for the two year.period
urnder consideration, up to the full limit of our facilities for raising revenus

will be approximately $32,000,000.00, In-other words, that is the available




3 | _ REPRODUCED FROM THE
' N ' HOLDINGS OF THE o
- TEXAS STATE ARCHVES

amount of money we have in prospect during the coming two yea.x.'a to run the.
' government, including all state depéi’tments, educational institﬁtions, eieemosy-
nary institutions, gourts, etc,, and out of which must coms all our. appropriations,

The session of the Legislature recently adjourned, éppropriated out
of this prospective fund, approximately $13,000,000.00. I have vetoed bills
aggregating something over a million dollars, 1leaving in round numbers $12,000, 000,00
to be paid out of this fund, The regula:f' appropna.tion bill for \the. running
expenses of the government and the maintenance of our etate_insvtitutiéh's'f'“ox‘"
these two yéars has not as yet been passed, The Legislature will be shortly
" reconvened for this purpose.” The minimum estimate for support of the govérnment,
including educational and eléemosynary institutions, courts, etc,, is $28,000,000.00. :
Adding this $28,000,000,00 to the $12,ooo,'ooo.oo already appropriated amounts to
$40,000,000,00, In short, we have in proepec{only $32,000,000,00 in money, with
which to meet an expense account of $40,000,000,00. ‘Our expehsee mist be kept
Qithin our reverues, Appropriations should not be made i)éyond tha State's
available ability vto pay. Taxation should not be iﬁcreased.

' THESE FOUR BILLS.

'l‘hesa'four bills ﬁnder study carry an aggregate appropriation of
$8,400, 000,00 which amo@int is included in the $40,000, 000.00 above stated,
The $28,000,000,00 for the actual ru.'nnirgg expenses of the machinery of the
government, including all state departments, all our courts, eleemosynary and
educational institutions, must necessarily first coxlne out of owr $32,00(5.,500‘."00.
This will leave for the purposes of these four bills, in'round numbers, = o
$4,000,000,00, instead of $8,400,000.00 required by said four bills,

' THE UNIVERSITY BILL.

* What is the wisest way to use this $4,000,000,00, all the money we
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‘w111 have, in view of the demands. of thase four bills, is the question ‘that

now knooks at the door of ou_r thoughts for solution. Senate ‘B111 Nos 111

appropriates $1,350,000.00, with which to purchase additional lands for the

_University of Texas. There is no @oubt that the University should have more

/)\v

‘said that now is the time to purchase all the land provided for in-this bill,

I ‘am now called on to approve the bill providing for the purchase, of allfthap
land, or to disapprove it and pre"'vant the buying of any land. The purchass.
of this land will fix forever the habitat of this seat of laﬁ.rning and w_ill
eliminate this feature of its life from future political diséuésibn; it will
make irmnediatély available the Littlefiald donation of upwards of a'milliozi
dollars, which . sun being saved to the people of Texas, offsets an equal "sum’
of "the purchase price of this land, for the reason that this mnlion dollars
from the Littlefield estate would be lost to the State if this bill should be
vatoed. ‘The' property to be purchased by this pill will bring an annual- rental .
of approximately one hundred thousand dollars a year, which money can be used '
1i1 removing the "shacks" that now disgrace the University campus, and substi’éu-
tihg therefor permanent buildinés in keeping with the dignity of the State-

it will be a permanent investment in the culture of the manhood and womanhood

of Teaxgasj it should also be remembered that this is the first appfopria‘cion

" gver madé from the general reveimes of the State for the parmanent improvement -

of the University. Therefora, Senate Bill No. 111, prov'iding-'foi'»ths »purcha's“e‘
8f additional land for the University of Taxas, is hereby a.pprm;ed.
THE TWO APPROPRIATION BILLS FOR THE FUBLIC SCHOOLS »

‘House Bill No. 361 and Senate Bill No. 193, carrying reispectiv'e'ly

© $3,000,000.00 and $4,000,000,00 appropriations for the gemeral benafit of the .
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public schbols of Texés, are both meritorious measuras. The common purpose of
each.ié 1§udable. Scarcity of available money will not p;rmit,_at this time,
thﬂ approval of both. That there will bot‘be sufficient money ooming into the
State Treasﬁry to give all the aid needed to our public schools is a matter I
deaply regret. "It is a condition and-not a theory that confronts us." .
Therafore, I do now herevby approve‘House Bill No. 361, appropriating $3,000,000.00
to supplement ths_ Available School Fund, and do now hereby disapprove and. voto
Senate Bill No. 193 appropriating $4,000,000400 to furthsr aid certain public
sohools,-for thg following reasonst .
There is not sufficient money available to carry out ‘the pro&isioga

of both bills; financially, the three milliom dollar appropriation can be mbr&
eesily met than the four million dollar appropriation; the three million
dollar gppropriation is constitutionally and automatically distributed, without
any additional cost whatever, into every nook and cormer of the State, whila
the distribution of the four million dollars will entail an expei&iture,‘in
governmenffééchinery fér distribution, counting the twenty thousand doller
provision in the, bill for research work, 6f approximately onﬁ hunﬂred thousand
dollars; the threse million dollar appropriation benefits evéry oomzmmity.in
Texas, according to scholastic.population, while the other aépropriation7haa
gxolusive limitationg and benefitSIOnly a cartain class of schools; the%é is
no other source from which the available funds can be supplemented axnépt as
provided by this three million dollar bill, whila school districts cen avail
themselves of the purposes aimed at by tha provisions of the four million d&llgr
bill, by voting the tax provided in the Conaﬁitutional Amandment adopted by

the psople at the general election last November. 5o heartily,-howevar,uam i

in favor of adaquate appropriation for the -public schools of the State.-th;vi;

e
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I desire here to record that, if the special session of the Legislaturs finde

that money can be had from any proper sovrce, above the neceesary running

expenses of the governnent ‘I sha.ll gladly Jjoin in making an appropriation
of not only the four millicn dollars hereby vetoed, but foz' any other reason-

able amount the State is fimncially able to appropriate without sincreaeing »

_the taxes of those already bearing the burdens of the government

THE WEST TEXAS A, & M,

5

House Bill No, 154 has for. its furpose the establishment of an

Agricultural and Mechanical Colkge in Weet Texas, This bill is hereby

g disapproved and vetoed, for the following reasons:

lst, The advisability of establishing at this time a Wost Texas
Agricultural and Mechanical College was passsd on by the State Dexmcratic
Executive Convention gt Fort Worth last September, A Tesolution recomending

that . .this collegs be eatablished by the present Legislaturs was re_jected by

~ the platform committée and later voted down by the Convention. That a Demo-

erabic. edministmtion should do the thing it was asked not to do by the -
State Democratic Convention, does not seenm to me to be the wise and prudent
thing to do, In accepting the nomination of this democratic convention as
Governor, I pledged myself to abide its dictates; now, to do what it refused
to endorse, after full ang free diecussion would not-only not be right, but
such action would be fundamentally wrong, When a political prarty spesks as

to. a matter of policy or expediency, the administration created by that party '
should oﬁey. | B
' 2nd, Aside from party ineemctions, this is not the time %o lay

new foﬁndations for State Institutions, We should wait until times are natural

and normal, Things are now uncertain and unsettled Our people are financially )

hard pressed, The cattlemen are proclaiming a state of semi- bankruptcy, horses
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'? a;q‘che&p, there is no m“rket }or sheep, cotton is helow ‘the price of prodyc-
tion, and the c1091ng of some bank is almoqt a dally ocecurrence, We should not
¥ now, while every business in the St_te is standing with its back to tﬁé wall,
‘flghtlng t; live, lay the foundatlons “of ‘new 1nqtztut10us.. Neither 1n public
nor prlvate business should fOund&thnS for new 1nqtltutlon§‘be laid, unleaa

v

.we can see our way clear to complete them. Years =go the State 1aid the
'fouva tlons for two educational 1nstltutlons at two dlfferent places in Texas,w
.and yot the Stale has never bullt on the foundutlons leid. I ,8incerely questlon
the wisdom of beglnning another almllar institution anywhere in Texzs, as pro—

yided for ix this bill, until we are in financial: COﬂdltlon to do so, and untll

times have Lecome norual.

All four of these bills wers passed by ithe House of Representativgs
and the Sencte of Texas together constituting the Legislature.of this State.
The Legislature is 2o branch of the government co-ordinate with the executnve
branch thereof. Out of rega ard for their judgment as to the pollcles of our
State, as well as lecause of the merit of the cause these bills were intended~
-to promo%e, it would have given me pleasure to lave avoided the choice among
said bills that necessity compels me to muke. I recognize that the members
of the legislutive Lranch of our government perform their duties under the same
sanctions and obllgatJona that bind me. To authorize e, as governor, to run
counter to their collecilve judgment as expressed in legislation, only the
soundest reasons can justify. Especinlly is this so when not only my judgment
-approves but my heart applauds the cause in behalf of which such 1ugislativev
judgment is expressed. Upon the return of the legislators ﬁo the coming called
session, it shall be uy pleasure to join with them in the solution of the finan-

cigl difficulties that compel me to endorse part of their action and to reject



/ ' Co

i S REPRODUCED FROM THE
, ~ HOLDINGS OF THE
TEXAS STATE ARCHIVES

the other, provided it can be done without increasing the taxes of those
already bearing the burdens of the State. I had no alternative but to choose
among the four bills., I have exercised that choice after days and nights‘of
anxious thought and desire to do the best thing, under all the circumstances,
for our people.” Theréfore, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution |
and laws of the State of Texas, I hareby approve the bills so sbove referred ;
to as being approved, and hereﬂy veto.the-bills above referred t0 as baingvvegﬁgg*
. 1
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Governor,



